
Horror & Supernatural | Gay Interest | Neglected Classics

2014 CATALOGUE

BOOKS
VALANCOURT



2 va l a ncou rt book s  2 01 4  c ata logu e

What critics are saying about our series:

‘If you’re a real reader, one who looks beyond the bestseller list and the touted 
books of the moment, Valancourt’s publications may be just what you’re 
searching for.’ – Michael Dirda, Washington Post

‘We owe a debt of gratitude to the publisher Valancourt, whose aim is to 
resurrect some neglected works of literature, especially those incorporating a 
supernatural strand, and make them available to a new readership.’ – Patricia 
Craig, Times Literary Supplement

‘Valancourt Books are fast becoming my favourite publisher.  They have made 
it their business, with considerable taste and integrity, to put back into print 
a considerable amount of work which has been in serious need of republica-
tion.  If you ever felt there were gaps in your reading experience or are simply 
frustrated that you can’t find enough good, substantial fiction in the shops or 
even online, then this is the publisher for you!’ – Michael Moorcock
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The Monk (1796)
M. G. Lewis
Introduction by Stephen King

When M. G. Lewis’s novel was published in 
1796, critics were outraged. Filled with blas-
phemy, rape, murder, incest, rotting corpses, 
and devil worship, it was unlike any other 
book ever written, and today it is regarded as 
one of the finest Gothic horror novels. This 
definitive edition reprints the unabridged text 
of the 1796 first edition from the copy in the 
British Library and features an introduction 
by one of the most popular and acclaimed 
horror writers of our time, Stephen King. 
Also included are six lurid full-page illustra-
tions from the 1797 and 1807 Paris editions of 
the novel, along with a portrait of the author 
and a reproduction of the original title page.

ISBN 978-1-939140-06-7, published 2013
$29.99, 406 pp., trade cloth w/dustjacket

The Black Monk (1844)
James Malcolm Rymer
With an introduction by Curt Herr

James Malcolm Rymer (1814-1884) was an 
important contributor to Victorian popular 
culture, yet remains largely unknown today. 
He wrote the first vampire novel in English, 
Varney the Vampire; or, The Feast of Blood, and 
the original Sweeney Todd novel, The String 
of Pearls. One of the best-selling penny dread-
ful writers, his serialized novels are being 
rediscovered as excellent examples of mid-
Victorian popular fiction. This edition of one 
of his most popular penny dreadfuls includes 
the unabridged text of the 1844 edition along 
with all 54 original illustrations and features a 
new introduction by Curt Herr.

ISBN 978-1-934555-99-6, published 2014
$29.99, 636 pp., trade paperback



4 va l a ncou rt book s  2 01 4  c ata logu e

Terrifying Transformations
An Anthology of Victorian Werewolf Fiction
Edited by Alexis Easley & Shannon Scott

“From the summit of the ivy-grown tower, the 
very rooks, in the midst of their cawing, are scared 
away by the furious rush and the wild howl with 
which the Wehr-Wolf thunders over the hallowed 
ground.” – G. W. M. Reynolds, Wagner, the Wehr-
Wolf 

This collection brings together fifteen chilling 
stories of lycanthropy and murder written 
from 1838 to 1896, all taken from their original 
appearances in Victorian periodicals and story 
collections, many of them reprinted here for 
the first time. This edition includes a new 
introduction by Alexis Easley and Shannon 
Scott, explanatory notes, and numerous rare 
Victorian werewolf illustrations. 

ISBN 978-1-939555-80-4, published 2012
$16.99, 378 pp., trade paperback

The Mysteries of London (1844)
George W. M. Reynolds
With a new foreword by Louis James

Reynolds was the best-selling novelist of the 
Victorian era, outselling Dickens, Thackeray, 
Trollope, and everyone else. His masterpiece, 
The Mysteries of London, began serialization 
in 1844 and sold more than 50,000 copies 
per week. This thrilling story of murder, 
villainy, body-snatching, and other mid-19th 
century horrors never flags over the span of 
its 1,200 pages. This edition, the first in over 
100 years, includes the unabridged text of the 
complete first series of Mysteries, including 
its illustrations, more than fifty in all, and 
features a new foreword by Victorian scholar 
Louis James and annotations by Dr. Dick 
Collins.

ISBN 978-1-939140-02-9, published 2012
$29.99, 1176 pp., trade paperback
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Letters from Laura and 
Eveline (1883)
Edited by Justin O’Hearn

Letters from Laura and Eveline was first 
published in 1883 and was marketed as an 
‘appendix’ to the better-known The Sins of 
the Cities of the Plain (1881). Inspired in part 
by the real-life case of Boulton and Park, two 
young men whose cross-dressing led to their 
prosecution for sodomy in London in 1871, 
this text is a fascinating example of the erotic 
literature that was clandestinely published in 
the late Victorian era. This edition reprints the 
only example of the book known to exist, the 
copy of the 1903 edition held by the British 
Library, and features an appendix containing 
rare contextual materials and illustrations.

ISBN 978-1-939140-71-5, published 2013
$39.99, 110 pp., trade cloth with dustjacket

The Sins of the Cities of 
the Plain (1881)
Edited by Wolfram Setz

Featuring a mixture of fact and fiction, The 
Sins of the Cities of the Plain was one of the 
first and frankest works on homosexuality 
in Victorian England. Privately printed in 
two volumes in 1881, the original edition is 
completely unobtainable today. This edition 
contains the unabridged text of the copy at 
the British Library – the only known surviving 
copy – together with a new introduction by 
Wolfram Setz and a facsimile reproduction of 
the original volumes’ title pages. This edition 
marks the first-ever complete reprinting of the 
original text.

ISBN 978-1-934555-31-6, published 2012
$14.99, 114 pp., trade paperback
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The Feast of Bacchus (1907)
Ernest G. Henham
New introduction by Gerald Monsman

‘Do not begin it at bedtime unless your nerves are 
in a thoroughly healthy condition’ – The Reader

‘One of England’s lost novelists, a writer of 
startling abilities’ (Times Literary Supplement), 
Henham offers a different kind of haunted 
house story in The Feast of Bacchus. The 
ancient manor house known as the Strath 
exercises a strange influence on anyone who 
enters, causing them to behave in bizarre and 
violent ways. When the new owner comes to 
take possession of the long-abandoned house, 
he is soon found murdered, and he may not 
be the house’s last victim. What is the Strath’s 
uncanny power, and what is its connection to 
the two grotesque masks hanging on the wall?

ISBN 978-1-941147-07-8, published 2014
$16.99, 236 pp., trade paperback

Tenebrae (1898)
Ernest G. Henham
New introduction by Gerald Monsman

‘It casts Dracula, one of the most ghastly stories of 
modern times, in the shade.’ – Literary World

After he murders his brother, the narrator, 
a connoisseur of arcane manuscripts and 
intoxicating drugs and liqueurs, finds himself 
haunted by a huge, monstrous spider. Is it a 
delusion brought on by madness? the reincar-
nated soul of his murdered victim, returned 
for vengeance? or does it foretell a fate even 
more horrifying than can be possibly imag-
ined? Published in 1898, at the end of a decade 
rich in Gothic fiction, Henham’s novel is 
reprinted here for the first time, with a repro-
duction of its original cover art.

ISBN 978-1-939555-29-3, published 2012
$17.99, 228 pp., trade paperback
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The Lady of the Shroud (1909)
Bram Stoker
New introduction by Sarah E. Maier

First published in a now scarce edition in 1909, 
The Lady of the Shroud is one of Stoker’s most 
popular supernatural novels and a worthy 
successor to Dracula (1897). Often reprinted 
in severely abridged editions, The Lady of the 
Shroud returns to print in this new edition, 
containing the original unabridged text, 
together with a new introduction by Sarah E. 
Maier, annotations, the text of contemporary 
reviews, a chronology of Bram Stoker’s life 
and works, a bibliography, and Stoker’s 
important 1908 article “The Censorship of 
Fiction.”

ISBN 978-1-934555-78-1, published 2012
$18.99, 358 pp., trade paperback

edwa r di a n sensat iona li sm a nd su per nat u r a l

Dead Love Has Chains (1907)
Mary Elizabeth Braddon
Edited by Laurence Talairach-Vielmas

‘[I]t belongs with her very best novels . . . marks a 
new departure in its bold and delicate exploration 
of human psychology and in its economy of style.’ 

– Robert Lee Wolff 

Mary Elizabeth Braddon (1835-1915) was one 
of the most popular and prolific authors of the 
Victorian era, publishing 85 books, including 
the bestsellers Lady Audley’s Secret (1862) and 
Aurora Floyd (1863). This new edition of one 
of her most interesting novels, Dead Love Has 
Chains (1907), a story of seduction, illicit love, 
and insanity, is the first in more than a century 
and features a new introduction and notes by 
Laurence Talairach-Vielmas.

ISBN 978-1-939140-20-3, published 2014
$15.99, 168 pp., trade paperback
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The Spring Song (1916)
Forrest Reid
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘A very exquisite book, written with rare charm 
and great art.’ – Manchester Guardian 

Forrest Reid (1875-1947) is unequaled among 
English-language writers in his novels of 
boyhood and adolescence. In The Spring Song 
(1916), he weaves a classic boys’ adventure 
tale with a chilling ghost story in the vein 
of Henry James’s The Turn of the Screw. This 
edition, the first since the novel’s original 
publication, is newly typeset from the original 
edition and features a new introduction by 
Mark Valentine.

ISBN 978-1-939140-22-7, published 2013
$14.99, 196 pp., trade paperback

Following Darkness (1912)
Forrest Reid
New introduction by Andrew Doyle

When Following Darkness first appeared, 
critics did not know what to make of it. Senti-
mental novels of childhood and adolescence 
were popular in the Victorian era, but here 
was something completely new, a book that 
explored a teenager’s thoughts and emotions 
with unflinching honesty. One leading critic 
denounced the protagonist Peter Waring as  
an ‘evil’ character who ‘unutterably disgusts’, 
and the book’s allusions to Peter’s sexual awak-
ening and his rejection of Christ disturbed 
contemporary readers. Acclaimed as a master-
piece by E.M. Forster and a possible influence 
on Joyce’s Portrait of the Artist, it remains one 
of Reid’s most interesting works.

ISBN 978-1-939140-53-1, published 2013
$16.99, 266 pp., trade paperback
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Flower Phantoms (1926)
Ronald Fraser
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘Probably the most distinguished writer of English 
prose in the novel form at present living. He cannot 
do other than write beautifully.’ – Humbert Wolfe 

‘The erotic awakening of a young woman . . . 
Judy, a student at Kew Gardens . . . is engaged to 
a personable young man who does not have the 
ability to arouse her, though she likes him, and 
she is disturbed by the utilitarian, materialistic 
life-philosophy of her businessman brother. She 
becomes more and more sensitive to the hidden 
life of the plants at Kew, and comes to see them 
as personalities, with the giant orchid in the 
role of passionate lover. . . . Told with delicate 
imagery and fine perceptions, a minor rococoism 
of art deco literature.” – E.F. Bleiler, The Guide to 
Supernatural Fiction (1983) 

ISBN 978-1-939140-10-4, published 2013
$13.99, 94 pp., trade paperback

The Slype (1927)
Russell Thorndike
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘A book to be read and put by for future rereading.’ 
– New York Times 

The Slype is a dark passage, reputedly haunted, 
adjoining the cathedral of Dullchester, and it 
plays a central role in this thrilling mystery. 
After the arrival of a sinister stranger, a series 
of terrifying events ensues: ghostly screams 
are heard to emanate from the Slype, and the 
town’s residents begin disappearing one by 
one, inexplicably and without a trace. The 
heroes must unravel a centuries-old mystery 
and discover the truth, before it’s too late! Best 
known for his books featuring the smuggler 
Dr. Syn, Thorndike and his mystery novels are 
worthy of rediscovery.

ISBN 978-1-939140-64-7, published 2013
$17.99, 310 pp., trade paperback



10 va l a ncou rt book s  2 01 4  c ata logu e

Crazy Pavements (1927)
Beverley Nichols
New introduction by David Deutsch

Brian Elme ekes out a livelihood by invent-
ing celebrity gossip. When an angry Lady Julia 
Cressey spots one of Brian’s stories about her, 
it looks like the end of his journalism career – 
until she sees how handsome he is. Overnight, 
Brian becomes the star of society, charming 
everyone with his looks and ingenuousness 
and growing used to all-night parties and 
eternal cocktails. As he travels down the path 
of depravity, will he be able to maintain his 
innocence? An updating of Wilde’s Picture of 
Dorian Gray and a satire of the ‘Bright Young 
People’ of 1920s London, Crazy Pavements was 
a bestseller in its day and has lost none of its 
ferocious humour. Features a new introduc-
tion discussing the novel’s gay subtexts.

ISBN 978-1-939140-35-7, published 2013
$16.99, 234 pp., trade paperback

Neighbours (1926)
Claude Houghton
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘[G]rew upon me with every page, until I came 
to the dramatic climax . . . often brilliant . . . the 
brilliance of fever, almost of delirium.’ – Punch 

Neighbours is the story of a man who eaves-
drops on his neighbour through the wall 
between their rooms and records everything 
he hears on endless sheets of paper. As his 
neighbour’s life begins to dominate his own, 
he grows to hate the man—leading to a 
shocking climax. Houghton (1889-1961) won 
a devoted cult following for his psychologi-
cal thrillers with sharp, witty dialogue and 
metaphysical themes. His brilliant first novel 
is reprinted here for the first time in 75 years.

ISBN 978-1-941147-08-5, published 2014
$15.99, 186 pp., trade paperback
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I Am Jonathan Scrivener (1930)
Claude Houghton
Foreword by Michael Dirda

‘Elegant, unsettling . . . this thoughtful puzzle of a 
novel should strike readers as a still-fresh discovery.’ 

– Publishers Weekly, July 2013

‘A worthwhile discovery . . . it remains as un-
putdownable as it famously was in the 1930s.’ 

– Phil Baker, Times Literary Supplement

Popular in his time for his psychological 
thrillers, Claude Houghton has fallen into 
neglect in the past half-century. This new 
edition restores his masterpiece to print and 
includes Hugh Walpole’s introduction from 
the 1935 edition and an essay by Pulitzer Prize-
winning critic and Washington Post columnist 
Michael Dirda.

ISBN 978-1-939140-08-1, published 2013
$15.99, 280 pp., trade paperback

Benighted (1927)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by Orrin Grey

‘How splendid it is to find J. B. Priestley’s Benighted 
once again in print. . . . Priestley’s story still works 
its magic.’ – Times Literary Supplement 

Benighted, a classic ‘old dark house’ novel of 
psychological terror, was the second novel 
by J.B. Priestley (1894-1984), better known 
for his classics The Good Companions (1929), 
Angel Pavement (1930) and Bright Day (1946). 
The basis for James Whale’s 1932 film The 
Old Dark House, Benighted returns to print 
for the first time in fifty years. This edition 
includes the unabridged text of the first 
British edition, a new introduction by Orrin 
Grey, and a reproduction of the rare jacket art 
of the 1927 Heinemann edition.

ISBN 978-1-939140-23-4, published 2013
$15.99, 164 pp., trade paperback



12 va l a ncou rt book s  2 01 4  c ata logu e

He Arrived at Dusk (1933)
R. C. Ashby (Ruby Ferguson)
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘A well nigh perfect admixture of eerie horror, 
romance and good detecting.’ – Saturday Review 

William Mertoun has been hired to catalogue 
the library at Colonel Barr’s mansion on the 
Northumbrian moors, where Barr’s brother 
has just died, mysteriously and violently, and 
the Colonel himself is hidden away in a locked 
room, to which his sinister nurse denies all 
access. Strange events transpire, which the 
locals attribute to the ghost of a Roman centu-
rion, slain on the site 1600 years ago. Mertoun 
is sceptical, but after another murder, a 
harrowing seance, and a sighting of the spirit 
on the moor, he realizes that everyone at Barr’s 
mansion is in mortal danger. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-44-9, published 2013
$16.99, 232 pp., trade paperback

Hell! said the Duchess (1934)
Michael Arlen
New introduction by Mark Valentine

A female killer stalks the streets of London, 
sleeping with young men before slashing their 
throats and mutilating their bodies. Mary, 
Duchess of Dove, a gentle young widow 
who is beloved by all who know her, seems 
an unlikely suspect, but the clues all point to 
her. Inspector Basil Icelin is determined to 
solve the mystery, but the true explanation is 
far more shocking and terrifying than anyone 
could ever imagine. Chosen by Karl Edward 
Wagner as the best supernatural horror novel 
ever written, Hell! said the Duchess is a delight-
fully bizarre book, telling a ‘bedtime story’ in 
a light, humorous style that contrasts oddly 
with its gruesome and horrific subject matter. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-52-4, published 2013
$14.99, 114 pp., trade paperback
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The Hand of Kornelius 
Voyt (1939)
Oliver Onions
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘A striking contribution to the literature of dark-
ness.’ – Humbert Wolfe 

‘A disturbing study of spiritual domination . . . 
subtle and terrifying.’ – Daily Telegraph

Best known today for his ghost stories, Oliver 
Onions (1873-1961) was also a masterful 
novelist, and all his talents are on display in 
The Hand of Kornelius Voyt (1939), which, 
as Mark Valentine writes, ‘is a formidable 
achievement in sustaining an atmosphere 
of uncanny dread.’ This edition, the first in 
nearly 50 years, features a reproduction of the 
original dust jacket illustration.

ISBN 978-1-939140-04-3, published 2013
$15.99, 238 pp., trade paperback

The Birds (1936)
Frank Baker
New introduction by Ken Mogg

‘The most original piece of imaginative fiction 
since Wells wrote The War of the Worlds.’ 

– Birmingham Mail

The story of an unstoppable plague of birds 
that descend on London one summer, bring-
ing death and destruction in their wake, The 
Birds went largely unnoticed when originally 
published, but after the release of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s popular film in 1963, Frank 
Baker threatened to sue, believing the film 
had borrowed from his book. This new edi-
tion incorporates the revisions from Baker’s 
own annotated copy of the original edition, 
making this the definitive edition of his 
apocalyptic classic.

ISBN 978-1-939140-49-4, published 2013
$15.99, 204 pp., trade paperback
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Brian Westby (1934)
Forrest Reid
New introduction by Andrew Doyle

A chance meeting in 1931 between Forrest 
Reid, then 56, and Stephen Gilbert, 19, was a 
pivotal event for both men. For Reid, it was 
love at first sight, and his young muse would 
inspire a late-career literary resurgence. For 
Gilbert, the friendship helped launch his 
own writing career. In Brian Westby (1934), 
arguably his masterpiece, Reid fictionalized 
their meeting, recasting them as father and 
son. Martin Linton, an aging novelist, travels 
to the Irish seaside for his health. There, he 
meets Brian, the teenage son he never knew he 
had, and finds his passion for life reawakened 
as he tries to win his son’s love in the face of 
the hostility and intolerance of his ex-wife.

ISBN 978-1-939140-65-4, published 2013
$16.99, 258 pp., trade paperback

The Landslide (1943)
Stephen Gilbert
New introduction by Andrew Doyle

‘Brilliant . . . H.G. Wells is nowhere its equal. It 
is a strange and satisfying book.’ – Dublin Review 

A landslide in a remote section of the Irish 
coast exposes a long-buried primeval world, 
filled with lush and exotic vegetation and an 
array of strange creatures, including a dragon 
and a sea serpent. Twelve-year-old Wolfe 
and his grandfather are the first to discover 
the marvels, and as they befriend and com-
municate with the animals, they experience 
wonder and excitement unlike anything they 
have known before. But the superstitious 
locals believe the creatures have been sent 
by the devil, and they intend to exterminate 
them . . . and Wolfe and his grandfather. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-78-4, published 2013
$16.99, 216 pp., trade paperback
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The Killer and the Slain (1942)
Hugh Walpole
New introduction by John Howard

‘[A] masterful blending of suspense, horror and 
deep-etched character . . . spine-chilling.’

– Publishers Weekly 

The works of the prolific and phenomenally 
popular Sir Hugh Walpole (1884-1941) have 
been neglected since his death, but his 
‘macabre’ tales, of which The Killer and the 
Slain (1942) is the best, deserve rediscovery. 
A psychological horror story in the tradition 
of The Turn of the Screw and The Strange 
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Walpole’s 
posthumous novel is reprinted for the first 
time in this new edition, which features an 
introduction by John Howard.

ISBN 978-1-939140-99-9, published 2014
$15.99, 194 pp., trade paperback

The Doomsday Men (1938)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by Jonathan Barnes

‘You cannot put the book down till you finish it, 
and you do that with a sigh.’ –  Observer 

Three strangers, each on a separate mission, 
converge in the California desert, where they 
will uncover a sinister group whose insane 
philosophy calls for the destruction of all life 
on earth and who possess the awesome power 
to bring about doomsday! A thrilling novel 
of adventure with frightening implications, 
written against the backdrop of the rise of 
Hitler and Mussolini and the start of the 
Second World War. This edition includes a 
reproduction of the original jacket art.

ISBN 978-1-941147-14-6, published 2014
$16.99, 236 pp., trade paperback
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The Master of the Macabre (1947)
Russell Thorndike
New introduction by Mark Valentine

‘Some of the strange stories are horrible and not 
for the squeamish.’ – Sydney Morning Herald

Tayler Kent flees London in a blinding snow-
storm, hoping to escape the ghosts that haunt 
his home. Instead, things go from bad to 
worse when he crashes his car and is forced 
to take refuge at a medieval monastery now 
inhabited by the eccentric Charles Hogarth, 
‘The Master of the Macabre.’ Hogarth enter-
tains his guest with fine food, brandy, and a 
series of gruesome stories connected with an 
odd assortment of old relics on display in a 
curio cabinet. An irresistible mix of horror, 
adventure, and black humor that is sure to 
please fans of classic supernatural fiction.

ISBN 978-1-939140-47-0, published 2013
$17.99, 226 pp., trade paperback

Brother Death (1948)
John Lodwick
New introduction by Chris Petit

‘Brother Death is perhaps John Lodwick’s most 
original and ambitious thriller, combining the 
moral questioning of Graham Greene with the 
edge-of-your-seat suspense of Geoffrey Household 
or Hitchcock.’                       – Michael Moorcock 

John Lodwick’s best-selling novels were char-
acterized by their fast pace, sardonic humour, 
and brilliant prose. Admired by Somerset 
Maugham and Anthony Burgess, and often 
compared with Graham Greene and Evelyn 
Waugh, Lodwick fell into obscurity after his 
death in a car crash in 1959 at age 43. This edi-
tion of Brother Death (1948), in which an un-
principled mercenary plots the murder of an 
innocent child, is the first republication of any 
of his works since his death.

ISBN 978-1-939140-85-2, published 2014
$15.99, 222 pp., trade paperback
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Never Again (1947)
Francis King
New introduction by Robert Khan

‘One of our great writers, of the calibre of Graham 
Greene and Nabokov.’ – Beryl Bainbridge 

Based on his own childhood, Francis King’s 
second novel is the story of Hugh Craddock, 
a young boy sent to England to live with 
uncaring relatives after the murder of his 
parents in India. His only solace is in his love 
for his schoolmate, Brian; but when his friend 
becomes dangerously ill, Hugh must confront 
the possibility that he will suffer yet another 
loss, perhaps the most devastating one of 
all. One of King’s best (and one of his own 
favourites), this rare novel is reprinted here 
for the first time ever.

ISBN 978-1-939140-32-6, published 2013
$16.99, 236 pp., trade paperback

Denis Bracknel (1947)
Forrest Reid
New introduction by Andrew Doyle

In the tradition of The Turn of the Screw and 
with a slow-building dread reminiscent of the 
works of Le Fanu, Reid’s novel opens with 
the arrival of young tutor Hubert Rusk at 
the home of the well-to-do Bracknel family. 
Though the entire family is odd, none of 
them is stranger than Rusk’s pupil, 15-year-old 
Denis, an imaginative, unworldly boy who is 
attuned to the occult and performs bizarre 
rituals by moonlight. As Rusk befriends 
Denis and gains his trust, he gradually learns 
the horrific truth behind the boy’s behaviour 
and will have to struggle to save him from a 
terrible fate . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-97-5, published 2014
$16.99, 226 pp., trade paperback
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The Burnaby Experiments (1952)
Stephen Gilbert
New introduction by Patricia Craig

Marcus Brownlow was an imaginative young 
schoolboy whose dreams sometimes foretold 
the future. Now he’s nineteen, directionless, 
and not ready to grow up. An unexpected 
invitation from a school friend to visit him 
at the house of his eccentric millionaire uncle 
Mr. Burnaby seems to hint at adventure and 
a change of fortune. But what Marcus doesn’t 
know is that Mr. Burnaby wants his help in a 
series of experiments whose ultimate goal is to 
discover what happens to the soul after death. 
What begins as harmless fun as Mr. Burnaby 
teaches Marcus how to project his spirit out 
from his body quickly becomes more sinister, 
and may lead to a horrible fate even more 
terrifying than death. . . . 

ISBN 978-1-934555-57-6, published 2012
$16.99, 252 pp., trade paperback

Monkeyface (1948)
Stephen Gilbert
New introduction by Andrew Doyle

‘Highly readable and offers the right combination 
of imaginative fantasy and reality.’ 

– Olivia Manning, Spectator

Dr Theodore Browne discovers a new species 
of primate in South America and brings the 
specimen, ‘Bimbo’, back to Belfast, with 
unexpected consequences. Bimbo learns 
to speak and it soon becomes clear that he 
is more intelligent than his human captors. 
A highly original work that blends elements 
of adventure, fantasy, and science fiction 
and raises ethical questions about mankind’s 
treatment of animals, Monkeyface (1948) 
is one of the most enjoyable novels by the 
neglected Belfast author Stephen Gilbert

ISBN 978-1-941147-04-7, published 2014
$16.99, 216 pp., trade paperback
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The Dividing Stream (1951)
Francis King
New introduction by Paul Binding

‘Voluptuously readable . . . an impressive piece of 
work.’ – New Statesman 

Winner of the Somerset Maugham Award

Francis King (1923-2011) received favourable 
reviews for his first three novels, but it was his 
fourth, The Dividing Stream (1951), a complex 
story of love and death in modern Florence, 
that secured his international reputation 
as one of the foremost young writers of his 
generation. This edition, the first in more 
than 60 years, includes a new introduction 
by novelist and critic Paul Binding and a 
reproduction of the original dust jacket art by 
Leslie Wood.

ISBN 978-1-939140-69-2, published 2013
$17.99, 306 pp., trade paperback

Look Down in Mercy (1951)
Walter Baxter
New introduction by Gregory Woods

‘In this remarkable first novel Mr. Baxter does a 
great deal more than show promise; if there is any 
justice in the world he has arrived.’ 

– Times Literary Supplement 

One of the finest British novels to come out of 
World War II, Look Down in Mercy is the story 
of the moral disintegration of an ordinary 
British Army officer when faced with the 
unspeakable horrors of war, and his attempt 
to escape those horrors through his love for an 
enlisted man. A classic of gay fiction, Baxter’s 
first novel was a both bestseller and a huge 
critical success. This edition includes the 
original ending and the alternate ending from 
the U.S. edition.

ISBN 978-1-941147-00-9, published 2014
$16.99, 290 pp., trade paperback
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Hurry on Down (1953)
John Wain
New introduction by Nick Bentley

‘A great fund of comic invention.’ – TLS

Charles Lumley has just graduated from 
university, only to make the discouraging 
discovery that his education has rendered 
him unfit for any kind of useful employment. 
Wondering what to do with the rest of his life 
and longing to escape his conventional bour-
geois surroundings, a chance remark over-
heard in a pub sets him off on a picaresque 
and hilarious tour of 1950s Britain. This story 
of his comic misadventures was a smash hit 
in Britain, launching Wain’s career and the 
‘Angry Young Men’ movement of the 1950s.

ISBN 978-1-939140-06-7, published 2013
$29.99, 406 pp., trade paperback

Room at the Top (1957)
John Braine
New introduction by Janine Utell

‘The most discussed, debated and lauded first 
novel of the year.’ – New York Times 

Room at the Top (1957), the first novel by 
John Braine (1922-1986), earned widespread 
critical acclaim and was a runaway bestseller 
in England and America, running into dozens 
of printings and spawning a sequel and an 
Oscar-winning film adaptation. Still explosive 
more than half a century later, Braine’s classic 
of the ‘Angry Young Men’ movement returns 
to print in this edition, which features a new 
introduction by Janine Utell and the original 
jacket art by John Minton.

ISBN 978-1-939140-33-3, published 2013
$14.99, 234 pp., trade paperback
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The Vodi (1959)
John Braine
New introduction by Janine Utell

‘Room at the Top was no flash-in-the-pan. [Braine] 
is a genuine novelist in the great tradition.’ 

– Yorkshire Post 

As a child, Dick Corvey discovered the 
existence of the Vodi, a race of ferret-faced 
creatures with luminous eyes responsible for 
all the misfortune and suffering in the world. 
Now fully grown, Dick lies in a sanatorium, 
dying of TB, convinced that the Vodi will 
win its ultimate triumph with his imminent 
death. But when an attractive nurse is trans-
ferred to Dick’s ward and takes an interest in 
his recovery, he begins to believe in the pos-
sibility of regaining his health and defeating 
the Vodi once and for all. . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-40-1, published 2013
$14.99, 222 pp., trade paperback

Billy Liar (1959)
Keith Waterhouse
New introduction by Nick Bentley

‘Buy, borrow or beg Keith Waterhouse’s outstanding 
new novel. I can’t recommend it too highly.’ 

– Daily Mirror 

Billy Fisher feels trapped by his life in a dull, 
provincial town, where his only refuge is in 
his daydreams. Billy’s wild imagination leads 
him to tell lies constantly: to his parents, his 
employer, and his three girlfriends. One tragi-
comic Saturday, as Billy plots his escape to 
London, all his lies finally catch up with him, 
with hilarious and disastrous results. One of 
the great comic novels of the 20th century, 
Billy Liar (1959) inspired an award-winning 
film, a play, and a musical, and returns to 
print in the U.S. for the first time in 50 years.

ISBN 978-1-939140-30-2, published 2013
$14.99, 166 pp., trade paperback
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The Other Place (1953)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by John Baxendale

In this collection, J. B. Priestley shows an 
unexpected talent, proving himself a master 
of the weird tale. In ‘The Grey Ones,’ a man 
visits a psychiatrist after he becomes convinced 
that a race of demons masquerading as men 
is plotting the overthrow of the human race 
. . . but what if he’s not insane? In ‘Guest 
of Honour,’ a banquet speech becomes a 
horrifying affair when the keynote speaker 
realizes his audience is made up of monstrous 
and menacing creatures. The nine tales in 
this collection are strange, fantastic and often 
unsettling, and they represent Priestley at his 
best. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-39-5, published 2013
$15.99, 184 pp., trade paperback

The Magicians (1954)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by Lee Hanson

‘Mr. Priestley has always been a man of vision . . . 
The Magicians has a theme of the first importance.’

– Spectator 

When Sir Charles Ravenstreet is forced out of 
his job to make room for someone younger, 
he finds himself facing the dismal prospect of 
an empty future. At a loose end, he becomes 
involved with the sinister Lord Mervil in a 
scheme to earn a fortune with a new drug that 
will reduce the populace to a state of mindless 
euphoria. But a plane crash and an encounter 
with three strange old men determined to 
thwart Mervil’s plans will lead Sir Charles to 
the discovery that when he suspected his life 
might be over, it had really only just begun. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-79-1, published 2014
$15.99, 190 pp., trade paperback
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The Dark Glasses (1954)
Francis King
New introduction by Jonathan Fryer

‘A beautifully constructed, beautifully modulated 
and balanced story. To say that this is a haunting 
book seems a cliché, but it is true.’ 

– Pamela Hansford Johnson 

Patrick, an Englishman, and his Greek wife, 
Iris, have relocated to Corfu, where their 
already fragile marriage is threatened both 
by Iris’s rekindled love for an old flame and 
by Patrick’s involvement with a young Greek 
girl and her brother. A modern-day Greek 
tragedy, The Dark Glasses is one of Francis 
King’s most neglected works, but was one of 
his own favorites.

ISBN 978-1-939140-19-7, published 2013
$14.99, 136 pp., trade paperback

The Liberty Man (1955)
Gillian Freeman
New introduction by Edward Thorpe

‘Altogether an astonishing novel for a young woman 
to have written’ – Times Literary Supplement

Gillian Freeman’s first novel, the story of 
the tempestuous three-week affair between a 
middle-class school teacher and a big, blond 
sailor from the East End of London, was 
critically acclaimed on its initial publication 
and later recognized by critic Mary Cadogan 
as ‘considerably in advance of its time’. This 
new edition is the first in 40 years and features 
the striking original jacket art by Ley Kenyon.

ISBN 978-1-939140-80-7, published 2014
$16.99, 190 pp., trade paperback



24 va l a ncou rt book s  2 01 4  c ata logu e

Ten Pollitt Place (1957)
C.H.B. Kitchin
New introduction by Simon Stern

‘Mr Kitchin is an enjoyably ruthless writer.’ - Punch 

‘Before the end of this year someone in this 
house is going to die.’ Thus prophesies young 
Hugo, who has the gift of second sight. But 
who will it be? Old Miss Tredennick, whose 
outrage at the prostitute next door could 
bring on a stroke? Or aging novelist Justin 
Bray, once popular, but now ignored by critics 
and readers? Or Hugo himself, a disabled boy 
with an unrequited passion for the man who 
collects the garbage? As year’s end approaches 
and each character’s personal tragedy unfolds, 
tensions are high at Ten Pollitt Place, as they 
wonder which of them may not live to see the 
new year. . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-25-8, published 2013
$16.99, 220 pp., trade paperback

There is a Happy Land (1957)
Keith Waterhouse
New introduction by Bill Hagerty

‘Among the few great writers of our time.’ 
– Auberon Waugh, The Independent 

Many critics believe Waterhouse’s first novel 
to be his best, but though it has long been 
beloved as a classic in his native England, it 
has never been published in the U.S. Inspired 
by Waterhouse’s own childhood on a public 
housing estate, it is the story of a boy’s loss 
of innocence one summer when a tragic and 
unspeakable fate befalls one of his friends. 
Features a new introduction by the author’s 
friend and colleague, Bill Hagerty, and a 
reproduction of the rare jacket art by William 
Belcher.

ISBN 978-1-939140-61-6, published 2013
$14.99, 152 pp., trade paperback
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The Witch and the Priest (1956)
Hilda Lewis
New introduction by Alison Weir

‘Orgies, spells, and rites . . . a tasty brew!’ 
– Library Journal

Hilda Lewis (1896-1974), a prolific author of 
historical fiction, ranked The Witch and the 
Priest (1956), based on the real-life case of 
the Witches of Belvoir, as her own favorite 
among her many novels. In creating this 
masterpiece of historical fiction, Lewis 
conducted extensive research on the case and 
on early works of witchcraft and demonology, 
resulting in a novel that is both compulsively 
readable and historically accurate. This new 
edition includes an introduction by bestselling 
author Alison Weir, and the original jacket art 
by Evelyn Gibbs.

ISBN 978-1-939140-28-9, published 2013
$16.99, 290 pp., trade paperback

The Hunger (1957)
Charles Beaumont
New introduction by Bernice Murphy

‘Charles Beaumont was a genius . . . and one hell 
of a storyteller.’                          – Dean R. Koontz

When The Hunger appeared, it heralded the 
arrival of Charles Beaumont as an important 
and highly original new voice in American 
fiction. Although best known today for his 
television and film scripts, including several 
classic episodes of The Twilight Zone, Beau-
mont is being rediscovered as a master of 
weird tales, and this collection contains some 
of his best. In the new introduction to this edi-
tion, Bernice Murphy argues that Beaumont 
deserves a place alongside Shirley Jackson, 
Ray Bradbury, and Richard Matheson.

ISBN 978-1-939140-42-5, published 2013
$16.99, 226 pp., trade paperback
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The Plaster Fabric (1957)
Martyn Goff
New introduction by Martin Dines

‘It is doubtful whether since male homosexuality 
was admitted as a subject for treatment in English 
fiction it has inspired a more satisfactory novel.’

 – Spectator 

Laurie Kingston has a secret that could cost 
him his job, his reputation, his friends, and 
even his liberty: he is homosexual. And when 
he gets caught up in a triangle with the soldier 
Tom and his best friend Susan, he runs the 
risk of losing everything. Worthy of a place 
alongside early gay classics like The Heart 
in Exile and Mary Renault’s The Charioteer 
(1953), The Plaster Fabric is reprinted here 
for the first time, with a reproduction of the 
original jacket art by John Minton.

ISBN 978-1-941147-09-2, published 2014
$16.99, 200 pp., trade paperback

The Heart in Exile (1953)
Rodney Garland
New introduction by Neil Bartlett

‘A sad, serious first novel . . . cannot fairly be 
ignored.’ – Marghanita Laski, The Observer

Julian Leclerc, a handsome and talented young 
barrister, has been found dead of an apparent 
overdose, and his former lover, psychiatrist 
Tony Page, wants to know why he died. His 
quest takes him through the gay underworld 
of 1950s London as he tries to discover who 
or what was responsible for Julian’s death. But 
he may discover more than he bargained for 
– about Julian, and himself. First published 
in 1953, this noir thriller is both a ground-
breaking classic of gay fiction and the first gay 
detective story.

ISBN 978-1-941147-12-2, published 2014
$16.99, 242 pp., trade paperback
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Aubade (1957)
Kenneth Martin
Introduction by the author

‘Not many books by anyone so young are worth 
publishing, but this one was.’ – John Betjeman 

‘A very good first novel written with fine economy, 
intelligent and extremely moving.’ – Angus Wilson

Written when Kenneth Martin was only 
sixteen, Aubade (1957) remains a moving and 
honest portrayal of a young man’s first love. 
Long recognized as a classic of gay fiction, 
Aubade returns to print in this new edition, 
which includes an introduction by the 
author discussing the experience of writing 
and publishing Aubade as a teenager and the 
reactions to its initial publication. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-13-5, published 2013
$14.99, 140 pp., trade paperback

A Room in Chelsea Square (1958)
Michael Nelson
New introduction by Gregory Woods

‘Odiously funny and delighfully unwholesome.’ 
– Sunday Times

‘[T]he novel about homosexuality to end all novels 
on the subject . . . will make many a reader’s day.’ 

– Julian MacLaren-Ross, Punch

Patrick is ‘very, very rich’. He’s also single, and 
he has his sights set on Nicholas, a handsome 
young journalist. Having lured Nicholas to 
London with the promise of a job, Patrick 
moves the young man into his posh suite, 
where he lavishes money and gifts on him. 
Nicholas enjoys his luxurious new lifestyle, 
but he soon understands what Patrick’s after 
and will have to choose between his conscience 
and his newly acquired love of money. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-89-0, published 2014
$15.99, 164 pp., trade paperback
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Waiting for the Sky to Fall (1959)
Kenneth Martin
New introduction by the author

‘One of the ten novels of the year.’ – Yorkshire Post 

‘Tremendously capable and intimately revealing of 
a generation and a class.’ – Daily Telegraph 

Kenneth Martin’s first book, Aubade (1957), 
written at age 16, was a surprise bestseller, and 
its story of love between two youths has gone 
on to become a gay classic. This first-ever 
reprint of Waiting for the Sky to Fall (1959), 
written at age 18, includes a new introduction 
by Martin, who discusses publishing the 
book as a teenager, his disappointment at the 
mixed reviews it received, and the experience 
of revisiting the novel for its republication 55 
years later.

ISBN 978-1-939140-18-0, published 2013
$15.99, 246 pp., trade paperback

Knock or Ring (1957)
Michael Nelson
Introduction by John Saumarez Smith

‘A rattling good novel . . . pleasant hours in the 
company of men who love books, angling and 
wine – what better ingredients can one ask from a 
novel?’ – The Publisher 

Knock or Ring (1957) was the first novel by 
Michael Nelson (1921-1990), who was more 
famous for his second, the gay classic A Room 
in Chelsea Square (1958). A very funny and 
entertaining story of the unexpectedly shady 
world of antiquarian bookselling, Knock or 
Ring was well received on its initial release 
but has never been reprinted until now. This 
edition includes the original cover art by Sir 
John Verney and an introduction by London 
bookseller John Saumarez Smith.

ISBN 978-1-939140-46-3, published 2013
$15.99, 194 pp., trade paperback
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Broken Boy (1959)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Greg Gbur

‘Our only current writer who can induce such 
terror as the Grimm Brothers did.’ – TLS

When a dead prostitute is found in the river, 
the police assume it’s just a routine murder. 
But when it turns out the woman may have 
been a notorious East German spy, Gen. 
Kirk of Foreign Intelligence is called in to 
investigate. Kirk is baffled: the only clue 
is a wooden idol in the form of a hideous, 
misshapen boy, found in the dead woman’s 
room. Soon Kirk realizes that this is no case 
of espionage: what he is up against is an evil 
centuries old and long thought vanished from 
the earth. And when Kirk gets close to the 
truth, can he unravel the mystery before he 
becomes the next victim? 

ISBN 978-1-939140-14-2, published 2013
$14.99, 162 pp., trade paperback

A Scent of New-Mown Hay (1958)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Darren Harris-Fain

‘Good, insomniac science-fiction.’ – Listener 

With a plot featuring Cold War intrigue, 
Nazi mad scientists, and a pandemic that 
threatens to destroy humanity by mutating 
people into fungoid monsters, it’s not hard to 
see why A Scent of New-Mown Hay became 
a bestseller on both sides of the Atlantic and 
an instant science-fiction classic. In this, his 
first and still best-known novel, the prolific 
John Blackburn introduced the formula 
he employed so successfully in his career, 
blending mystery, horror, and science fiction 
to create a thrilling bestseller that readers 
found impossible to put down. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-59-3, published 2013
$15.99, 206 pp., trade paperback
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Nightshade and Damnations
Gerald Kersh
Introduction by Harlan Ellison

‘Kersh has a strange, perverted sense of genius. 
And how he can write!’ – Virginia Kirkus

An expedition in South America uncovers 
a terrifying race of men without bones who 
literally suck the life out of their prey. A man 
in 20th century London makes a horrifying 
discovery about a monster found off the coast 
of Brighton in 1745. A war correspondent meets 
a strange man who claims to be 438 years old. 
These are the plots of just a few of the weird 
tales you will find in this book. Gerald Kersh 
was a brilliant and inventive writer acclaimed 
in his time for his gritty novels of London 
life and his often bizarre short fiction, but he 
has unfortunately become neglected since his 
death.

ISBN 978-1-939140-15-9, published 2013
$14.99, 166 pp., trade paperback

Fowlers End (1957)
Gerald Kersh
Introduction by Michael Moorcock

‘One of the great comic novels of the century.’ 
 – Anthony Burgess 

‘The very best of his works.’ – Harlan Ellison 

First published in 1957, Fowlers End is thought 
by many to be the masterpiece of Gerald 
Kersh (1911-1968). A comic romp with echoes 
of Dickens, Rabelais, and The Beggar’s Opera, 
Kersh’s novel remains one of the funniest 
English novels of the 20th century and one 
of the best works of fiction ever written 
about London. This edition features an 
introduction by award-winning novelist and 
longtime Kersh admirer Michael Moorcock.

ISBN 978-1-939140-48-7, published 2013
$17.99, 304 pp., trade paperback



31n eglect ed 2 0t h cen t u ry  cl a ss ics

Ritual in the Dark (1960)
Colin Wilson
New introduction by Colin Stanley

‘Unforgettable ... an important book.’ 
– Sunday Times 

‘Not since Dickens has a British fiction writer dealt 
with murder in a book of such size and seriousness.’ 

– Sunday Express 

Gerard Sorme is at work on a novel whose 
theme is the meaninglessness of life. Mean-
while, some one else is exposing life’s pointless-
ness by randomly murdering women in 
White chapel, and Gerard begins to have the 
horrifying suspicion that the killer could be his 
close friend, Austin Nunne. A chilling page-
turner with powerful philosophical implica-
tions, Wilson’s first novel was published in the 
wake of the popularity of The Outsider.

ISBN 978-1-939140-12-8, published 2013
$17.99, 454 pp., trade paperback

Man Without a Shadow (1963)
Colin Wilson
New introduction by Colin Stanley

‘Wilson’s vitality comes through. He writes a clear, 
light prose, and he makes his interests, however 
bizarre, seem important.’ – Punch 

Gerard Sorme’s research into human con-
sciousness brings him into contact with 
Caradoc Cunningham, a man with strange 
occult powers who has his own means of 
expanding consciousness through drugs, 
orgies, and black magic. First published 
in 1963, Man Without a Shadow explores 
Wilson’s philosophy in the form of a black 
magic thriller that draws on inspirations as 
diverse as the writings of Aleister Crowley and 
Montague Summers, Huysmans’s Là-bas, and 
the ‘penny dreadfuls’ of Thomas Prest. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-27-2, published 2013
$16.99, 248 pp., trade paperback
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The Ha-Ha (1961)
Jennifer Dawson
New introduction by John Sutherland

‘A novel about madness which succeeds completely.’ 
– Daily Telegraph 

‘I wanted the knack of existing. I did not know 
the rules.’ So says the heroine of this remark-
able novel, an exploration of a young woman’s 
mental illness that met with universal critical 
acclaim and won the James Tait Black Prize as 
the best novel of the year. Suffering a break-
down after her mother’s death, Josephine 
finds herself confined to an institution where 
patients are ‘treated’ by electroshock therapy 
and lobotomies. When she falls in love with 
a fellow patient she meets on the grassy bank 
of the ha-ha, she realizes that her recovery will 
have to be on her own defiant terms. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-51-7, published 2013
$14.99, 154 pp., trade paperback

The Fourth of June (1962)
David Benedictus
New introduction by the author

‘One of the most brilliantly written books since 
the war.’ – Ian Fleming, Sunday Times 

In his controversial, shock-filled first novel, 
published when he was 23, Benedictus shows 
what it was like to have attended Eton, one 
of England’s most prestigious schools. Among 
its hallowed buildings, a boy is savagely beaten 
into paralysis by his House Captain, a bishop 
spends his evening spying on a chaplain’s 
half-dressed daughter, and a housemaster is 
seduced by a desperate mother. Condemned 
by some critics as a farrago of sex, snobbery, 
and sadism, The Fourth of June nonetheless 
became a bestseller in both the US and UK.

ISBN 978-1-939140-21-0, published 2013
$15.99, 190 pp., trade paperback
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Saturn Over the Water (1961)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by David Collard

‘It sweeps you along in excitement. John Buchan, 
Ray Bradbury, science fiction or suspense – it is all 
the same to Mr Priestley. He takes on a dozen writers 
and shows himself a match for them all.’ – The Times 

Tim Bedford has made a promise to his dying 
cousin to find her husband, a scientist who 
vanished in South America. As he follows the 
trail from Cambridge to the sultry streets of 
Lima, the remote Peruvian desert, and the 
volcanic coast of southern Chile, Bedford 
faces danger at every turn. The action and 
suspense build towards a thrilling climax in 
the mountains of Australia, where he will 
uncover the truth behind a sinister conspiracy 
that threatens the entire world . . .

ISBN 978-1-939140-81-4, published 2013
$16.99, 258 pp., trade paperback

The Shapes of Sleep (1962)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by Rod Slater

Out-of-work investigative journalist Ben 
Sterndale is hired to track down a document 
stolen from an advertising agency. The trail 
leads to a dying man, whose last words are 
‘the shapes of sleep’. From there, the clues 
lead to Berlin, where shadowy forces from 
both East and West are desperate to get their 
hands on the shapes of sleep. But what are 
they, and why are so many people willing 
to kill to get them? An unusual mix of spy 
thriller, existential mystery, and wry social 
commentary, The Shapes of Sleep (1962) is a 
page-turner that will keep readers guessing 
until the final page. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-98-2, published 2014
$14.99, 174 pp., trade paperback
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The Youngest Director (1961)
Martyn Goff
New introduction by Martin Dines

‘Groundbreaking’ – The Independent

Published in 1961, when homosexuality was 
still illegal in England, Martyn Goff ’s The 
Youngest Director is a landmark of British 
gay fiction. A gripping story exposing the 
injustice and prejudice faced by gay men in 
the mid-20th century, Goff ’s novel remains 
highly topical today as gay rights and the 
struggle for marriage equality continue to 
dominate the headlines. This edition, the first 
in 30 years, includes a new introduction by 
Martin Dines and an afterword by the author.

ISBN 978-1-939140-41-8, published 2013
$15.99, 218 pp., trade paperback

The Book of Life (1960)
C.H.B. Kitchin
New introduction by Francis King

‘[P]erfectly done . . . the best thing of its kind since 
L. P. Hartley’s The Go-Between.’ – Vogue

Francis Froxwell can’t wait to grow up 
and inherit the fortune recorded in his 
grandfather’s ledger, the ‘Book of Life’. But 
when he gets caught up in a family scandal 
involving sex, blackmail and murder, it leads 
to a chilling conclusion and the elimination 
of at least one name from the Book of Life! 
C.H.B. Kitchin (1895-1967) was best known 
for his early mystery novels and was frustrated 
later in life when he continued to turn out 
minor masterpieces like The Book of Life 
(1960), which won critical acclaim but failed 
to catch on with the book-buying public.

ISBN 978-1-939140-82-1, published 2013
$16.99, 230 pp., trade paperback
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The Leather Boys (1961)
Gillian Freeman
New introduction by Michael Arditti

The first novel to offer an authentic portrayal 
of love between ordinary, working-class 
young men, Gillian Freeman’s The Leather 
Boys (1961) is a groundbreaking classic of gay 
fiction that remains moving and compelling 
today. This edition includes a new introduc-
tion by Michael Arditti, who situates The 
Leather Boys alongside other early gay works 
by women writers like Mary Renault and 
Marguerite Yourcenar and argues that Free-
man’s novel and its 1964 film adaptation 
played a vital part in liberalizing British 
attitudes towards homosexuality.

ISBN 978-1-939140-77-7, published 2014
$14.99, 146 pp., trade paperback

The Leader (1965)
Gillian Freeman
New introduction by Alwyn W. Turner

‘Gillian Freeman is among the finest contemporary 
novelists.’ – Brigid Brophy, New Statesman

‘Horrifying reconstruction of how a new Hitler 
might arise.’ – Times Literary Supplement 

This is the chilling story of Vincent Wright, 
a seedy, asthmatic bank clerk, who uses his 
oratorical gifts to spread his racist and anti-
Semitic message as he rises to power as part 
of the ‘Britain First Party’. Given the recent 
surge in popularity of far-right political parties 
across Europe, Gillian Freeman’s sixth novel, 
The Leader (1965), remains as frighteningly 
relevant today as when first published.

ISBN 978-1-939140-90-6, published 2014
$16.99, 224 pp., trade paperback
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Radcliffe (1963)
David Storey
New introduction by Alice Ferrebe

‘Radcliffe establishes David Storey as the leading 
novelist of his generation.’ – Daily Telegraph 

Storey’s haunting story of the obsessive and 
brutal love between two men – the effete 
aristocrat Radcliffe and the rugged, working-
class Tolson – confirmed his place as the 
leading novelist of his day. Long out of print 
in the U.S., Radcliffe, a story in the Gothic 
tradition of Poe, Dostoevsky, and Wuthering 
Heights, returns at last in this 50th anniversary 
edition with a new introduction by Alice 
Ferrebe.

ISBN 978-1-939140-66-1, published 2013
$16.99, 338 pp., trade paperback

The Raker (1964)
Andrew Sinclair
New introduction by Rob Spence

‘Sinclair is pure entertainment with his natty little 
tale about a hero who writes obituaries and an 
esoteric character who specialises in death.’ 

– Spectator 

Adam Quince’s business is death. A writer of 
obituaries, his own tedious life is spent moni-
toring the index cards of the dead and dying 
in his basement office ‘morgue’. A chance 
encounter leads to an uneasy friendship with 
the sinister John Purefoy, whose obsession 
with death has earned him the nickname ‘The 
Raker’, after the men who cleaned the streets 
during the Plague of 1665. In the chilling and 
unforgettable climax, their strange relation-
ship culminates in a confrontation which only 
one of them will survive. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-75-3, published 2014
$14.99, 162 pp., trade paperback
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The World of Violence (1963)
Colin Wilson
New introduction by Nicolas Tredell

Colin Wilson’s third novel, The World of Vio-
lence (1963), is the story of a mathematical 
prodigy with an overwhelming fear and hatred 
of violence. When he becomes involved in a 
senseless shooting and gets mixed up with a 
gang of criminals and a sex murderer, he must 
confront the question of whether the seem-
ing order of his mathematics and philosophy 
has any relevance in a world of chaos and vio-
lence. A fascinating and gripping story that 
critic Sidney Campion called ‘one of the most 
complex and satisfying bildungsromans ever 
written in English,’ reprinted for the first time 
in more than 20 years, with a new introduc-
tion by Nicolas Tredell.

ISBN 978-1-939140-26-5, published 2013
$16.99, 282 pp., trade paperback

The Day the Call Came (1964)
Thomas Hinde
New introduction by Ramsey Campbell

‘Quietly terrifying . . . a sunlit nightmare of a 
book.’ – Robert Baldick, Daily Telegraph 

Harry Bale is a seemingly ordinary suburban 
father. No one – not even his wife – knows 
what he’s really up to. Harry waits for a call 
on the radio hidden beneath the attic floor-
boards. There are signs it will come soon: he 
has begun to receive sinister messages by letter 
and telephone, and he thinks he has uncovered 
a monstrous conspiracy involving his neigh-
bors. But when the call finally does come and 
Harry receives his deadly assignment, nothing 
will ever be the same again. Hinde’s classic 
of paranoia returns to print with the original 
jacket art by Victor Reinganum.

ISBN 978-1-939140-58-6, published 2013
$14.99, 138 pp., trade paperback
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Blue Octavo (1963)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Mike Ripley

When a bookseller is found dead after paying 
an exorbitant sum for a rare but apparently 
valueless tome on mountaineering, the police 
write it off as suicide. But his young colleague 
John Cain suspects foul play when he discov-
ers the book is missing and that someone has 
been going to great lengths to obtain every 
copy in existence. Is it a case of a deranged 
collector driven to murder by bibliomania, or 
is there some secret contained in the book that 
is worth killing for? John Blackburn (1923-
1993) managed a secondhand bookstore, and 
he draws on this background in Blue Octavo, 
a clever and fast-paced tale set in the shady 
world of antiquarian bookselling. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-73-9, published 2013
$14.99, 152 pp., trade paperback

The Smell of Evil (1965)
Sir Charles Birkin
Introduction by John Llewellyn Probert

‘Never fails to shock and surprise you . . . brimming 
with unexpected twists.’ – Sunday Express 

‘Not for the squeamish. Be warned, if you are at 
all sensitive, leave him well alone.’ – Hugh Lamb 

Largely eschewing ghost stories and tales of 
the supernatural, Birkin pioneered a different 
type of modern horror fiction, describing 
in exquisitely polished prose the sufferings 
of ordinary, decent people who encounter 
inexplicable cruelty and evil in their everyday 
lives. An important and neglected figure in 
20th century British horror fiction, Birkin 
returns to shock a new generation of readers 
in this edition, the first in more than 30 years.

ISBN 978-1-939140-74-6, published 2014
$15.99, 204 pp., trade paperback
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The Philosopher’s Stone (1969)
Colin Wilson
New foreword by Colin Stanley

‘An important literary achievement.’ 
– Library Journal 

‘Colin Wilson has a narrative style that can make 
the pursuit of any idea seem like exciting detective 
work.’ – The Times 

In The Strength to Dream (1962), Colin Wilson 
had criticized the works of H.P. Love craft, the 
American writer of weird tales, which led to 
Lovecraft’s publisher August Derleth daring 
Wilson to write one better. This novel, The 
Philosopher’s Stone (1969), was the result, a 
fascinating blend of science fiction, horror, 
and philosophy, told within the framework of 
Lovecraft’s mythos.

ISBN 978-1-939140-16-6, published 2013
$16.99, 290 pp., trade paperback

Ratman’s Notebooks (1968)
Stephen Gilbert
New introduction by Kim Newman

‘Horrific, grisly and truly frightening . . . a 
masterpiece of terror.’ – Washington Star

The chilling story of a loner who learns he 
can train rats to help him get revenge on his 
enemies, Gilbert’s novel was the basis for 
the 1971 film Willard and its 2003 remake. 
This edition, the first in 40 years, features 
a new introduction by Kim Newman, who 
argues that the success of Ratman’s Notebooks 
demonstrated the viability of horror as a 
mainstream literary genre and paved the way 
for the horror publishing boom of the 1970s 
and the early novels of Stephen King and 
James Herbert.

ISBN 978-1-939140-60-9, published 2013
$14.99, 178 pp., trade paperback
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The Flame and the Wind (1967)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Greg Gbur

‘This is an historical novel in the grand manner . . . 
A lot of research must have gone into the work, and 
the result is wholly satisfactory.’ – The Guardian 

37 A.D.: Rome faces a dangerous threat in the 
form of a new religion spreading like wildfire 
through the provinces. Sextus Marcellus 
Ennius, one of Rome’s top spies, is sent to 
Jerusalem to investigate this cult and discredit 
its founder, Jesus-bar-Joseph, who reputedly 
rose from the dead after his execution. But 
as Sextus searches for the truth, he will be 
faced with dangers on all sides, and when he 
finally unravels the mystery, the truth is more 
terrible than he could have ever imagined . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-70-8, published 2013
$15.99, 230 pp., trade paperback

Children of the Night (1966)
John Blackburn

‘Today’s master of horror’ – TLS

For centuries, the village of Dunstonholme 
has been the scene of mysterious tragedies. 
Local lore traces these strange events to the 
year 1300, when a sect of heretics known 
as the Children of Paul were involved in a 
bloody massacre. Since that time, there have 
been railway disasters, mining accidents, 
shipwrecks, and other tragedies. Now a wave 
of deaths has the locals on edge and looking 
for explanations. Dr. Tom Allen and adven-
turer J. Moldon Mott think they know what 
is responsible: an ancient evil, dating back 
700 years, lies hidden underground—and it 
is preparing to emerge to the surface . . . 

ISBN 978-1-941147-10-8, published 2014
$14.99, 138 pp., trade paperback
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Bury Him Darkly (1969)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Greg Gbur

‘He is bang on curdling form with this tale of a 
sealed tomb in a cathedral city and the Destroyer 
who lurks. Not for the timid.’ – Evening Standard 

For 200 years, the body of Martin Rail stone, 
artist, libertine, murderer, and occultist, has 
lain undisturbed in its crypt, amidst rumours 
that artistic works of genius are buried with 
him. The Church has refused to allow the 
opening of the tomb, believing that anything 
buried with him must be diabolical. But when 
a fanatic obsessed with Railstone opens the 
tomb, he releases something ancient and evil. 
He dies, raving mad, and whatever he has 
unleashed is not done killing. Four unlikely 
allies must come together and find a way to 
stop it before it destroys all of humanity. . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-17-3, published 2013
$14.99, 174 pp., trade paperback

Nothing but the Night (1968)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Greg Gbur

‘A real creepy crawly ... Recommended to those 
who like their thrills chilled.’ – Evening Standard 

The basis for a Christopher Lee & Peter 
Cushing horror film of the same name, 
Nothing but the Night is one of John Black-
burn’s most bizarre and horrific works. Three 
members of the charitable Van Traylen 
Fellowship have died in gruesome ways, 
and Gen. Kirk of British Intelligence thinks 
there’s a connection to Anna Harb, an escaped 
madwoman. The trail leads to a remote Scot-
tish island, where against the backdrop of a 
Guy Fawkes night bonfire, the unbelievably 
sinister and terrible truth will be revealed.

ISBN 978-1-939140-24-1, published 2013
$14.99, 170 pp., trade paperback
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The Smaller Sky (1967)
John Wain
New introduction by Alice Ferrebe

‘Very moving . . . a classic.’ – Susan Hill

Arthur Geary, a middle-aged scientist, over-
whelmed with the stresses of modern life, 
quits his job and leaves his family. Geary finds 
the limitless sky of London unbearable and 
seeks refuge beneath the ‘smaller sky’ of the 
glass-roofed Paddington Station. But when 
his unusual behavior attracts the attention of 
psychiatrists and TV reporters, Geary’s search 
for peace and freedom becomes increasingly 
desperate. This classic novel of alienation and 
despair is one of the finest achievements of 
John Wain, a great 20th century English man 
of letters whose works are being rediscovered.

ISBN 978-1-939140-34-0, published 2013
$14.99, 144 pp., trade paperback

Lord Dismiss Us (1967)
Michael Campbell
New introduction by Dennis Drabelle

‘I admire Lord Dismiss Us as a brilliant work of art 
and I enjoyed it so much that I hated to finish it.’ 

– Christopher Isherwood 

‘Marvellous. I read it very slowly because I was 
enjoying it so much. I think it achieves a sort of 
tragic beauty and it is really about love, which all 
novels profess to be about, but hardly any are.’ 

– Iris Murdoch 

Michael Campbell’s classic novel of love at an 
English public school won widespread acclaim 
when first published, earning accolades from 
Iris Murdoch, Christopher Isherwood, Angus 
Wilson, Anthony Burgess, and others. This 
edition, the first in 30 years, features a new 
introduction by award-winning critic Dennis 
Drabelle.

ISBN 978-1-939140-94-4, published 2014
$19.99, 390 pp., trade paperback
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Figures in a Landscape (1968)
Barry England
New introduction by Craig Russell

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize

Two POWs make a daring escape from their 
captors, fleeing across a hostile and alien 
terrain towards safety across the border, more 
than 400 miles away. Armed with nothing but 
their courage and determination to survive, 
they suffer almost unimaginable horrors as 
their bodies are pushed by heat, hunger, and 
exhaustion to the limits of endurance. A 
thrilling, page-turning story of perseverance 
in the face of almost certain death, England’s 
novel was shortlisted for the Booker Prize and 
filmed in 1970 by Joseph Losey. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-54-8, published 2013
$15.99, 204 pp., trade paperback

Monk Dawson (1969)
Piers Paul Read
New introduction by the author

‘A remarkable novel . . . profoundly moving.’ 
– Graham Greene 

‘So pleasurable you wish it would never end.’ 
– Evening Standard 

‘Read is undoubtedly one of the most talented 
novelists of our generation.’ – Francis King 

The story of Edward Dawson, a young Catho-
lic priest who loses his faith and descends into 
a spiral of debauchery in London, Piers Paul 
Read’s novel was a tremendous critical success, 
winning both the Somerset Maugham Award 
and Hawthornden Prize and cementing his 
place as one of the foremost writers of his 
generation.

ISBN 978-1-939140-57-9, published 2013
$14.99, 188 pp., trade paperback
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Indecent Assault (1967)
Martyn Goff

David Coulsdon is surprised when his parents 
finally give him permission to live away from 
home, allowing him to move in with his gay 
uncle Julian and his partner. David’s father 
is a cabinet minister with ambitions to be 
Prime Minister and wants David to keep an 
eye on Julian to ensure he doesn’t do anything 
scandalous that might harm his political 
career. His fears prove only too well founded: 
Julian is arrested and charged with indecent 
assault, forcing David to decide between his 
loyalty to his father and his friendship for his 
uncle as he tries to uncover the truth behind 
the allegations. But the answers he finds are 
more shocking than he ever have imagined 
and may prove devastating to them all . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-87-6, published 2014
$16.99, 196 pp., trade paperback

Salt is Leaving (1966)
J. B. Priestley
New introduction by Mark Mason

‘[A] formidable exercise, distinguished by 
Priestley’s undiminished gusto for storytelling.’ 

– New York Times Book Review 

The sole detective novel by the prolific 
Priestley, Salt is Leaving features the irascible 
Dr Salt, who desperately wants to leave the 
dreary town of Birkden, but must first find 
out what happened to a young patient whose 
disappearance the police refuse to investigate.  
Salt must contend with powerful forces 
desperate to conceal the truth as he follows 
the clues towards a shocking and macabre 
conclusion. Originally written for the author’s 
own amusement, the book has gone on to be 
recognized as a classic of the mystery genre.

ISBN 978-1-941147-05-4, published 2014
$15.99, 222 pp., trade paperback
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The Feast of the Wolf (1971)
Thomas Blackburn
New foreword by Julia Blackburn

‘[A] tale of psychic terror . . . arresting . . . a poetical 
exploration of dark mind-scapes.’ – TLS

‘A delightful surprise for fans of the macabre. 
Simon Armstrong descends into a world of 
vampirism, lycanthropy, and more . . . Or, is it a 
more prosaic though no less terrifying descent into 
madness?’ – John Pelan

The only novel by noted poet Thomas 
Blackburn, The Feast of the Wolf is a strange 
and unique take on the vampire myth. This 
edition, the first since the book’s original 
publication, includes a new foreword by 
the author’s daughter, who explains how the 
novel reflects in part her father’s own struggles 
with mental illness and substance abuse.

ISBN 978-1-939140-05-0, published 2013
$14.99, 150 pp., trade paperback

A Clip of Steel (1969)
Thomas Blackburn
New foreword by Julia Blackburn

‘One of the great literary memoirs of the 20th 
century.’                                  – Bernard Cornwell

‘A fascinating contribution to the genre of father-
son memoirs that stretches from Edmund Gosse to 
Philip Roth: wry, candid, and at times hilarious.’ 

– Blake Morrison

Thomas Blackburn had often explored the 
traumas of his childhood and early life in his 
poetry, but in this memoir he tells the story 
in its terrifying entirety. He called the work 
‘a picaresque autobiography’ and in a writing 
style that races you through the pages, he 
confronts his own and his family’s demons 
with humour, compassion and not a trace of 
self-pity. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-93-7, published 2014
$14.99, 136 pp., trade paperback
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A Winter in the Hills (1970)
John Wain
New introduction by Will Wain

‘A winter’s tale of light and laughter.’ – Sunday Times 

A middle-aged philologist travels to North 
Wales to learn the language but soon finds 
himself caught up in one man’s literal struggle 
for survival against the destroying forces of 
faceless corporate greed. John Wain (1925-
1994) catapulted to fame with Hurry on Down 
(1953), a defining novel of the ‘Angry Young 
Men’ movement, but it was in his later works, 
in which he explored the unresolved place 
of the individual in a world of social change 
driven by abstract and impersonal economics, 
that he was at his best. 

ISBN 978-1-941147-01-6, published 2014
$17.99, 414 pp., trade paperback

A Short Walk in Williams 
Park (1971)
C.H.B. Kitchin
Foreword by L. P. Hartley

‘A writer who deserves to be admired and cherished.’ 
– Francis King 

Found among C.H.B. Kitchin’s papers after 
his death, A Short Walk in Williams Park 
was published posthumously in 1971. As L.P. 
Hartley writes in his Foreword, this short novel 
has the same distinction of style as Kitchin’s 
other acclaimed works and displays many of 
its author’s finest qualities. Republished here 
for the first time, Kitchin’s moving story joins 
his Ten Pollitt Place and The Book of Life, both 
also recently reprinted by Valancourt.

ISBN 978-1-941147-02-3, published 2014
$14.99, 120 pp., trade paperback
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Pasmore (1972)
David Storey

Shortlisted for the Booker Prize

‘One of the most original writers of his generation.’ 
– The Guardian 

Colin Pasmore appears to have a happy life: 
not yet thirty, with a wife, three children, a 
nice home and a good job, everything seems 
to be going right. But after he is beset by a 
recurring nightmare, he experiences the 
terrifying sensation that his whole life is 
unravelling. He is suddenly unable to bear 
the presence of friends and family, incapable 
of touching or communicating with his wife, 
dissatisfied and embarrassed by his job. He 
finds himself looking on in helpless horror, 
struggling to understand why his entire world 
is disintegrating around him.

ISBN 978-1-939140-55-5, published 2013
$14.99, 170 pp., trade paperback

Panic (1972)
Colin Spencer
New introduction by the Author

‘Spencer indulges his taste for the lurid, the 
grotesque and the macabre to the full in Panic  
. . . a writer of brilliant talent.’ – Sunday Telegraph 

One year ago, Rod Johnson’s life was shat-
tered when his daughter Lucy was murdered. 
Convinced the police aren’t doing enough to 
find the killer, he’s determined to track the 
man down himself and find out what made 
him commit such a heinous crime. Told 
from the points of view of several characters, 
including the father and the deranged mur-
derer, Panic drew comparisons to the works of 
Graham Greene and earned widespread criti-
cal acclaim for its psychological insight into 
the mind of a killer.

ISBN 978-1-941147-03-0, published 2014
$15.99, 178 pp., trade paperback
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Body Charge (1972)
Hunter Davies
New introduction by the author

‘Sharpish in dialogue, slick in characterization . . . 
made with sympathy and imagination.’ – TLS

Best known for his nonfiction, including his 
biography of the Beatles and his journalism 
and sports writing, Hunter Davies reveals 
his considerable talent as a novelist in Body 
Charge, the story of a London mini-cab 
driver who gets mixed up in a murder when 
he becomes involved in the lives of his eccen-
tric passengers. A clever mix of camp comedy 
and mystery thriller, Body Charge returns to 
print for the first time in forty years in this 
edition, which features a new introduction by 
the author.

ISBN 978-1-939140-36-4, published 2013
$14.99, 180 pp., trade paperback

The Aggravations of 
Minnie Ashe (1970)
Cyril Kersh
New introduction by Séamas Duffy

‘The funniest book I have read for months . . . a 
marvellous book.’ – Sunday Express 

‘A great comic novel.’ – Evening News 

The story of a London Jewish family on the 
eve of the Second World War, Cyril Kersh’s 
brilliant first novel is peopled with the zaniest 
and most hilarious cast of characters you’ll 
find anywhere. Though not as well known as 
his older brother, Gerald Kersh, Cyril shows 
himself his brother’s equal at comic fiction in 
this much-hailed and long-neglected novel.

ISBN 978-1-939140-91-3, published 2014
$16.99, 208 pp., trade paperback
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The God of the Labyrinth (1970)
Colin Wilson
New introduction by Gary Lachman

Gerard Sorme has been hired by a New York 
publisher to edit a book on Esmond Donelly, 
notorious 18th-century Irish rake, friend of 
Rousseau, Boswell and Walpole, and author 
of a bawdy work on the deflowering of virgins. 
As he digs into the mystery of Donelly, Sorme 
uncovers a tale of intrigue, conspiracy, and 
murder involving a secret society, the Sect 
of the Phoenix, that dates back to medieval 
times. But the Sect still exists, and Sorme’s 
researches have not gone unnoticed by 
powerful men who have their own reasons for 
wanting the truth about Esmond Donelly to 
remain hidden. . . .

ISBN 978-1-939140-29-6, published 2013
$17.99, 304 pp., trade paperback

Play Things (1972)
Peter Prince
New introduction by the author

Winner of the Somerset Maugham Award

The 27-year-old hero recently graduated and 
landed a job at a top architectural firm, but, 
he says, ‘I got tired.’ Now he’s dropped out, 
grown his hair out long and taken a job as a 
playleader at an adventure playground. But he 
quickly finds that the job isn’t quite what he’d 
expected. The kids are violent thugs, and the 
playground is a haven for thieves, perverts, 
and drug dealers. As the ineffectual playleader 
finds himself mixed up rather comically in 
their bizarre and dangerous schemes, it starts 
to look as though the summer will prove to 
be less about finding himself, and more about 
finding a way to survive. . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-67-8, published 2013
$13.99, 124 pp., trade paperback
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The Amulet (1979)
Michael McDowell
New introduction by Poppy Z. Brite

‘The finest writer of paperback originals in 
America.’ – Stephen King

‘One of the best writers of horror in this or any 
other country.’ – Peter Straub 

Michael McDowell is best known for his 
screenplays for Beetlejuice and The Nightmare 
Before Christmas, but he was also the author 
of excellent and underrated Southern Gothic 
horror novels, including The Amulet, the story 
of a cursed necklace that causes the gruesome 
death of anyone who possesses it. This grimly 
humorous and delightfully horrific novel 
returns to print at last in this edition, which 
features a new introduction by Poppy Z. Brite.

ISBN 978-1-939140-45-6, published 2013
$15.99, 296 pp., trade paperback

The Entity (1978)
Frank De Felitta
New introduction by Gemma Files

‘You’ll find this novel a compelling, frightening 
read . . . a truly terrifying tale . . . Careful plotting, 
well-wrought characters, and lots of scientific detail 
– along with the surefire appeal of sex, violence, 
and the paranormal – add up to a wonderfully 
scarifying experience.’ – Library Journal

Based on documented real-life events that 
happened to a California woman in 1974, 
Frank De Felitta’s provocative and disturbing 
novel The Entity (1978) is a classic of occult 
literature. Like De Felitta’s Audrey Rose (1975), 
which sold more than 2.5 million copies, The 
Entity was a worldwide bestseller, and was 
also adapted for a 1982 film starring Barbara 
Hershey. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-92-0, published 2014
$17.99, 402 pp., trade paperback
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The Great White Space (1974)
Basil Copper
New introduction by Stephen Jones

‘The best writer in the genre since H. P. Lovecraft.’ 
– L. A. Herald-Examiner 

This brilliant Lovecraftian horror novel tells 
of a research team’s quest to find the Great 
White Space, described in ancient texts as a 
portal to the edge of the universe. They cross a 
terrifying and desolate landscape to the Black 
Mountains, where an enormous passageway 
leads to a city miles below the surface of the 
earth. But the discoveries they make there 
cannot prepare them for the horror to follow. 
For the Great White Space opens both ways, 
and something evil has crossed over – a horri-
fying abomination that does not intend to let 
any of them return to the surface alive . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-38-8, published 2013
$15.99, 174 pp., trade paperback

The Monster Club (1976)
R. Chetwynd-Hayes
New introduction by Stephen Jones

When Donald McCloud offers a starving 
man a meal, he discovers the man is a vampire 
and he’s the main course! He accompanies 
the vampire, Eramus, to The Monster Club, 
where a group of strange monsters recount 
their monstrous exploits in a series of five 
linked stories. But it gradually dawns on 
Donald that as the only human in a club full 
of bloodthirsty monsters, he might be in a 
bit of a predicament! The basis for a 1981 film 
starring Vincent Price and John Carradine, 
both book and film have gone on to become 
cult classics of tongue-in-cheek horror.

ISBN 978-1-939140-76-0, published 2013
$15.99, 188 pp., trade paperback
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The Face of the Lion (1976)
John Blackburn
New introduction by Greg Gbur

‘Giant monsters . . . products of a mutation . . . 
bubonic plague!’ – The Observer 

‘Achieves a delicious sense of nausea.’ – Guardian 

A mysterious contagion is turning people into 
deformed, grunting creatures, with a single-
minded urge to kill and spread their infec-
tion. Bacteriologist Marcus Levin must find a 
way to halt the epidemic before it destroys the 
world. But what is causing it? Who started it, 
and why? And can it be stopped? The Face of 
the Lion capitalized on the popularity of apoc-
alyptic zombie tales in the wake of George 
Romero’s Night of the Living Dead (1968). 
Includes a new introduction situating the 
novel within the tradition of zombie fiction.

ISBN 978-1-939140-43-2, published 2013
$14.99, 132 pp., trade paperback

The Household Traitors (1971)
John Blackburn
‘Lots of unguessable surprises.’ – The Observer 

No one has seen or heard from Patricia Reilly 
in over 30 years, so why are a ruthless tycoon, 
a Soviet defector, and a deranged serial killer 
all so anxious to find her? The trail of mys-
tery leads from a town terrorized by murder 
to a railway station in Wales, where the action 
reaches a climax aboard a runaway steam 
train. Along the way, a hijacked aircraft, a 
corpse in a safe, and a number of strangled 
women with something strange in common 
provide some of the clues, but the final secret 
is reserved for the last pages of this ingenious 
thriller. A page-turner with a ‘strong Grand 
Guignol finish’ (Guardian) by ‘today’s master 
of horror’ (Times Literary Supplement).

ISBN 978-1-939140-83-8, published 2013
$14.99, 162 pp., trade paperback
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A Beastly Business (1982)
John Blackburn

Bill Easter is a petty criminal with a £2000 
overdraft that he has no means of covering. 
Fortunately, the bank manager has a 
problem of his own and needs Bill’s help: 
the corpse of a very hairy 350 lb. murderer is 
decomposing in his basement and he wants 
it removed. Among the dead man’s papers, 
Bill finds a reference to treasure on the Isle of 
Rhona, where he meets Gen. Kirk of British 
Intelligence and adventurer J. Moldon Mott. 
Kirk has uncovered a bizarre plot involving 
the KGB, ex-Nazi mad scientists, and the 
‘mad monk’ Rasputin, while Mott is hot on 
the trail of a stolen gold treasure. And when 
they discover Rhona is being overrun by 
werewolves, their trip to the remote island 
may become a very beastly business indeed! 

ISBN 978-1-939140-84-5, published 2014
$14.99, 162 pp., trade paperback

The Cyclops Goblet (1977)
John Blackburn

‘[B]lack comedy doesn’t come blacker . . . This is 
Gothic diablerie with a smile - a very nasty smile, 
as though a Charles Addams character had escaped 
from his picture and perpetrated an elaborate 
practical joke in prose.’ – Guardian

Petty criminal Bill Easter and his wife Peggy 
get more than they bargained for when 
they’re hired to find a gold Renaissance goblet 
rumored to be cursed. The trail leads from a 
group of crazed Fascists to a lunatic asylum 
and a Scottish island infected with anthrax, 
where the treasure – and the truth behind its 
deadly power – is hidden. Will they survive 
to enjoy their big payday, or will they become 
the next victims of the Cyclops Goblet?

ISBN 978-1-939140-88-3, published 2014
$13.99, 136 pp., trade paperback
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Necropolis (1980)
Basil Copper
New introduction by Stephen Jones

‘A feverish gaslight gothic that’s as rich in Sherlock 
Holmes-like atmosphere as it is in ghoulish doings.’ 

– Kirkus Reviews

Set in an alternate Victorian London, where 
Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson are not 
just fictional characters, Necropolis is a tale of 
mystery and intrigue worthy of Conan Doyle 
or Wilkie Collins. Clyde Beatty, a rival of the 
great Holmes, has been hired to investigate a 
suspicious death. The clues lead to the eerie 
Brookwood Cemetery, where fatal secrets lie 
hidden in the catacombs beneath a city of the 
dead. Illustrated by Stephen E. Fabian and 
with a new introduction by Stephen Jones.

ISBN 978-1-939140-50-0, published 2013
$18.99, 338 pp., trade paperback

The Bad Penny (1985)
John Blackburn

Ordinary men and women are suddenly going 
mad, committing brutal and horrific killings 
before slaying themselves in equally gruesome 
ways. Gen. Kirk of British Intelligence sus-
pects a connection with the most evil man he 
has ever encountered: Tommy Ryde, a British 
spy who defected to the Nazis during WWII 
and who seemed to possess a strange hypnotic 
power. But Ryde has been dead for 40 years – 
or has he? The trail takes Kirk first to Berlin to 
seek answers from a notorious Nazi war crimi-
nal, then to an underwater search of a sunken 
U-boat off the Scottish coast, and finally to the 
torture chambers beneath a madman’s Gothic 
castle in Dartmoor, where he will come face 
to face with the living incarnation of evil . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-86-9, published 2013
$14.99, 128 pp., trade paperback
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Saville (1976)
David Storey
New foreword by the author

Winner of the Booker Prize

‘Mesmerically readable, Saville is a revelation. It 
is alive with light and air and a kind of perpetual 
motion.’ – Michael Ratcliffe, The Times 

‘Saville is not one word too long. It was worth 
the ten years it took to write for the result of this 
industry is a clarity of style and a purity of design.’ 

– Valerie Jenkins, Evening Standard 

Storey’s Booker Prize winner – called ‘the best 
of all the Bookers’ by a leading British critic – 
returns to print in the U.S. for the first time 
in decades in this new edition, which includes 
a new foreword by the author and the original 
dust jacket art by Tom Adams. 

ISBN 978-1-939140-56-2, published 2013
$19.99, 490 pp., trade paperback

The Facts in the Case of 
E. A. Poe (1979)
Andrew Sinclair

Ernest A. Pons is a delusional Holocaust sur-
vivor who he believes he is Edgar Allan Poe. 
His psychiatrist Dupin has a radical idea for 
treatment: Pons must see for himself that he is 
not Poe by retracing the poet’s steps and writ-
ing an analysis of his life. As Pons travels the 
country in Poe’s footsteps, we gradually learn 
the secrets of both men’s pasts. But when Pons 
begins to suspect Dupin may be planning to 
kill him, is it another part of his delusion, or 
is Dupin plotting a macabre twist worthy of 
Poe? A brilliant mix of a mystery thriller with 
a work of serious Poe scholarship, Sinclair’s 
classic returns to print with a new introduc-
tion by the author.

ISBN 978-1-939140-72-2, published 2013
$15.99, 190 pp., trade paperback
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The Cormorant (1986)
Stephen Gregory
New introduction by the author

‘A first-class terror story with a relentless focus that 
would have made Edgar Allan Poe proud.’ 

– New York Times 

‘[An] artful first novel, reminiscent of the tales of 
Poe . . . Gregory uses a low-key style and subtle 
lyricism to build an atmosphere of nightmarish 
horror in a tale that could become a classic.’ 

– Publishers Weekly 

The Cormorant is the horrific story of a young 
couple who receive an inheritance from an 
eccentric uncle on condition that they care 
for his malevolent pet bird, which just may 
be evil incarnate. Gregory’s first novel won 
widespread critical acclaim and earned the 
prestigious Somerset Maugham Award.

ISBN 978-1-939140-37-1, published 2013
$13.99, 132 pp., trade paperback

The Well (1980)
Jack Cady
Introduction by Tom Piccirilli

‘[A] superior example of horror fiction . . . a vision 
out of hell . . . should be read in broad daylight, 
when one is not alone.’ – Publishers Weekly 

Years earlier, John Tracker fled his insane family 
and their house, a centuries-old monstrosity 
that his grandfather rigged full of tricks and 
traps to capture the Devil. Returning to visit 
the place before its demolition, John finds 
himself trapped inside and must survive the 
dangers within: strange time-shifts, death 
traps, and something evil that walks the halls 
in the form of his grandmother. As the terror 
mounts, John will make the chilling discovery 
that his grandfather’s ambition to trap the 
Devil may have succeeded only too well . . . 

ISBN 978-1-939140-96-8, published 2014
$15.99, 212 pp., trade paperback
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Harmonica’s Bridegroom (1984)
Paul Binding
New afterword by the author

‘A disturbing, dark novel and an auspicious debut.’ 
– Brian Moore 

Dan Varney goes in search of a night of 
adventure to help take his mind off the 
terrible events of one year earlier, when an 
act of betrayal left his father dead and his 
beloved brother James in an institution. The 
unexpected sound of a harmonica playing one 
of James’s favourite tunes draws Dan to Kevin, 
a handsome English youth with a dark secret 
and a connection to Dan’s own past. Dan and 
Kevin feel not only attraction but sympathy, 
but when Dan learns of Kevin’s role in the 
mysterious tragedy that struck the Varney 
family, could any kind of relationship survive? 

ISBN 978-1-939140-95-1, published 2014
$14.99, 168 pp., trade paperback
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